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Uhlsport United Counties League

Season Review 2020-21
The second consecutive season the 

league campaign is left uncompleted 
because of the Covid pandemic.
The UCL 2020-21 season did not get underway until the start of September because of the ongoing Covid crisis. There were no changes in member clubs in the main two divisions, however there was one new club admitted to the Reserve Division, Milton Keynes Irish Reserves, who are based at a familiar venue the Manor Fields Bletchley, the home of two ex-UCL sides; Bletchley Town and Buckingham Town whilst in exile. Initially spectators were allowed back at Step 5 level clubs and below. The league and County FA’s decided there was to be no League Knockout Cup or local County Cups to lessen the burden on the amount of fixtures. The season kicked off on the 1st September, with many clubs starting the campaign in the FA Cup. 

On the opening league Saturday, Rugby Town, Shepshed and Loughborough University all showed their intentions with big scores; Shepshed banging in 8 with six different players on the score sheet against Sleaford, Rugby bagged 6 away at Pinchbeck as did Loughborough at home to Peterborough Northern Star. On the flip side the three receiving clubs where to stay in or around the relegation positions throughout the campaign. In Division One, Harrowby and Saffron Dynamo both put a mark in the sand, with impressive opening day displays, Melton outscored Whitworths in a ten goal thriller 7-3 and Harrowby opened with 6 at Rushden & Higham. 

The season was first affected by the Covid crisis, with a four week lockdown enforced by the government in November, resulting in a total loss of all games. At the time Anstey Nomads led the Premier Division on 25 points from there 9 league games, with Loughborough University and Lutterworth close on their heels, although having played three more games. At the bottom, both Pinchbeck and Peterborough Northern Star looked set for a tough campaign with only two points on the board. In Division One Long Buckby appeared to have continued over their form from the previous season and topped Division One by point from Melton Town. The standout result of the Division One campaign so far, being the Bucks 8-3 destruction of last season’s table toppers Bugbrooke.  However, the result was very much in the balance with only 19 minutes to play at 4-3, but a late flurry of goals and no less than five different players on the score sheet saw the points in the bag. Desborough’s second string headed the Reserve Division after 12 games while at the bottom Bourne were already adrift, having failed to record a win in their opening 12 fixtures. For the second time during the season the UCL and all Leagues at step 5 and below were forced to shut down at the end of December as the virus cases worsened, in fact some clubs opted not to play during December with traveling between different Covid level areas caused issues. Both Deeping and Burton Park Wanderers forfeited their FA Vase ties as a consequence. There was little change in positions, with Anstey still heading the table by a two point margin from Loughborough University and Lutterworth Town, while both Peterborough NS and Pinchbeck United were still to record a victory from opening 13 and 12 fixtures respectively. In Division One leaders Long Buckby on 31 points and Melton Town on 30 points had opened a small gap at the top over St Andrews, while at the bottom, Burton Park and Rushden & Higham and Irchester had only recorded one win apiece from their opening 11 games. There was more progress in games played in the Reserve Division, with Desborough topping the charts on 34 points, while in second spot was ON Chenecks who were the most active club in the whole Divisions along with Whitworths Reserves having completed 15 games. With much of the country in still under strict Covid rules, the FA sanctioned that all non-leagues in the pyramid under the National League top flight would be terminated for the second season running, due to the amount of games outstanding and the limited scales available. 
Two Non-League competitions that did continue through to a conclusion, albeit with lengthy delays was the FA Trophy and FA Vase. An unusual factor in this season’s FA Cup competition was that all the early rounds were played midweek, with no replays and ties decided on penalties if the scores were level. With many clubs facing long midweek journeys, it was not a vintage year in the national competition, with just 9 clubs progressing from the Ex-Preliminary Round out of a total UCL entry of 24 clubs. The nine clubs left in Preliminary Round fared even worse with only Quorn recording a victory, a 2-0 home success over Barton Town. The Leicestershire outfits reward was a plumb home tie against Northern Premier League Matlock Town in the First Round Qualifying. Quorn acquitted themselves well on the day, holding there higher grade opponents goalless at the break, but two second half goals sealed their fate in front of a healthy 296 crowd at the Farley Way Stadium.
Thirty UCL teams went into Vase action on the weekend September 19th/20th with 17 of them progressed. The standout result had to be at Deeping where the hosts hit double-figures, but for me the best three results were at Egham Town, Wembley and Windsor where Division One clubs Raunds, Whitworth and Long Buckby beat step 5 clubs away from home. Dean McBride and Matt Gearing where on target for the Shopmates in their win at Egham Town, Whitworth started the road to Wembley with the Arch in sight as they beat Wembley FC 2-1 with Milton Ncube and Jack Daldy outweighing a single strike from the hosts, while Buckby travelled to Windsor and triumphed 3-0. Jimmy Smith was leading the goal scoring charts last season when the records were cruelly erased from history, but he is up and running again this season and his double after 21 and 52 minutes opened up a cushion, with Max Johnson rounding things off on the hour. The Second Qualifying Round produced a good return in clubs progressing, albeit the number was affected by seven all UCL ties. Rugby hit six past Ellesmere Rangers, while Melton Town went one better by defeating fellow UCL side Birstall United Social 8-1 at Melton Sports Village. N’ton Sileby Rangers recorded the best upset with a 3-2 away win at Spartan South Midlands League Premier Division Arlesey Town, a brace from Jory Mann and a late Jake Stronge strike deep into injury time securing the win. Both Deeping and Burton Park Wanderers despite having produced good runs results decided to pull out of the competition. Two of the three remaining clubs at Round Three progressed, Anstey Nomads recorded a 2-1 victory on the road at Coventry Sphinx thanks to two first half strikes within a minute of each other from Zayn Hakeem and Michael Reeve. Wellingborough overcame Norwich United at the Dog & Duck by the same score, Lloyd Buckby and Dan Stevenson on target for the Doughboys. The casualties being Shepshed who lost 4-3 in a seven goal thriller at Stourport Swifts. The remaining UCL pair were unfortunately drawn together in Round Four and had to wait nearly three months to get their delayed tie played once the government restrictions were relaxed. Two fine finishes before the hour mark from Cosmos Matwasa, who returned to Anstey Nomads during the latest lockdown, laid the foundations for victory. However, the Doughboys were always in the game and reduced the arrears two minutes later through Long, before further strikes by Reeve on 72 mins and Chitriza in added time put the hosts in command. Wellingborough to their credit contributed to an exciting cup tie and scored a late consolation effort through Buckby in the 95th minute. There was heart ache for Nomads in Round 5 after a 5-4 penalty shootout defeat at Walsall Wood. Wood keeper Wren pulled off a superb save from Harry Bestwick in a sudden-death penalty shootout with Michael Nelson converting the winner to see Wood through 5-4 after a dour 0-0 draw. 

On the goal front there was plenty of high scoring games but with just two double figure score lines in the main divisions; in Division One St Andrews defeated visiting Whitworths 12-0, while in the Premier Division Sleaford suffered heavily for the second successive season at the hands of the students, losing 11-0 at Loughborough. In the Reserve Division Daventry Town defeated Wellingborough Town 10-1 and recorded the highest aggregate score, defeating Raunds Town 9-4 both at Elderstubbs.
The Premier Division charts were headed Quorn’s Stephen Hart on 18, one more than Tendai Daire of Lutterworth Town, surprisingly league leaders Anstey Nomads had no players in the top ten. In Division One the top spot was shared with Zak Munton of Melton Town and Aylestone Park’s Aaron Preston   both on 19 goals each, well ahead of the third place. Desborough’s Brian Farrell was in a league of his own in the Reserve Division charts, his 19 goals was 7 better than his nearest rival.

With all sport banned with the exception of elite levels under the Governments Covid rules, the whole country was sport less under the tougher Tiers levels for over 3 months. With restrictions starting to ease in March, the FA and the Leagues within the English Pyramid lobbied their member clubs to see if there would be an appetite for some kind of resumption for the remaindering two months of the season. On Monday 29 March, as part of the next stage of the Government’s roadmap out of national lockdown, outdoor sports facilities were allowed open, and organised sport to take place.

Following the ratification of the curtailment of the 2020/21 league season by the FA Council for the second season running, the UCL restarted with three supplementary cup competitions sponsored by Kingfisher Lighting on Saturday April 10th as part of the next stage of Governments Road map out of national lockdown.  Entry was voluntary and left to the discretion of each member club, but in the league matches at least, there would be no spectators allowed at the games. 
In the Premier Division Supplementary Cup six clubs entered: GNG Oadby Town, Harborough Town, Lutterworth Town, Northampton ON Chenecks, Pinchbeck United and Rothwell Corinthians. These teams played each other once on Saturdays between April 10 and May 8, with the top two teams contesting the final. Harborough Tn faced N’ton ON Chenecks in the first of the finals at Lutterworth Athletic and with restrictions lifted on spectators, a healthy crowd of 153 was in attendance. Two first half strikes Ben Williams 6 mins and Samuel Preston the first a superb strike ensured that the trophy would be heading for Leicestershire. The Division One Supplementary Cup saw a better take up with eleven clubs entered: Aylestone Park, Bugbrooke St Michaels, Burton Park Wanderers, Holwell Sports, Huntingdon Town, Long Buckby, Lutterworth Athletic, Rushden & Higham United, Saffron Dynamo, St Andrews and Whittlesey Athletic. These teams were split into two groups, one of five and one of six.  These teams played every other team in their group once on Saturdays between April 10 and May 8, with group winners playing the runner up of the other group in a semi-finals, unfortunately one of these semi’s, Holwell Sports versus Bugbrooke had to be cancelled and recorded as void due to an infringement by Holwell. Thus Bugbrooke stepped straight into the final against Aylestone Park who had overrun Rushden & Higham 6-1 in the other semi. On an excellent warm evening, a large crowd of 203 in attendance at Harborough to witness Aylestone overcome Bugbrooke 4-0 to secure the trophy. The Reserve Division Supplementary Cup, six clubs entered: Bourne Town, Bugbrooke St Michaels, Harborough Town, Lutterworth Athletic, Northampton ON Chenecks and Rothwell Corinthians. These teams played each other once on Saturdays between April 10 and May 8, with the top two teams contesting the final. The Reserve final was a repeat of the Premier with Harborough facing ON Chenecks at Lutterworth Town. The two sides were locked at 1-1 at the end of normal time, thanks to goals from Vincenzo Falcini of Harborough and ON’s Alistair Duncan. With the dreaded penalty kicks need, it was Chenecks who held their nerve, edging the spot kicks 4-3.
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| Lutterworth Athletic 1-0 |NP | 1-3 | 01| NP [ 3-2 [ NP | NP | NP NP NP | NP | NP | 3-5 | NP | 0-1 | NP
[Milton Keynes Irish 61| NP [ NP [NP [ 0-3 | NP |02 | NP |13 | NP NP [ 4-3 | NP [ NP | NP | NP | 2-0
[N'ton ON Chenecks NP |33 NP [NP[11|21)|32]|10|NP |43 NP | NP | NP [ 21|14 | NP | 31
[Newport Pagnell Town NP | NP [ NP [ NP [ NP | NP | NP | NP | NP | 6-0 | NP | 6-0 NP NP | 50 [ 6-0 [ NP
|Potton United NP | NP [0-3 53 |NP|NP|30|02|NP|NP|NP|NP|23 1-5 | NP | NP | NP
[Raunds Town 52 NP [ NP [ NP | NP | NP | NP | 4-1| 11 [ NP [ NP | 3-0 | NP NP NP |11
|Rothwell Corinthians 30|16 NP [NP NP | NP |50 |NP|51|NP[NP|NP|03|51)NP NP | NP

| Wellingborough Town NP | NP [ 0-3 [ NP [1-4 | NP | NP | NP | NP | NP [ NP [ NP | NP | NP | NP NP

| Wellingborough Whitworth 20 |NP |22 NP [0-7 NP |NP|NP|NP|NP|NP|20|NP|73]|01]|23]|05
| Yaxley NP | NP [4-1[3-2 [ NP | NP |21 | NP |NP | NP [ NP [ NP | NP | NP | NP | NP | NP
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UCL League Tables

Season 2020-21       
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UCL Results Grids       



UCL Leading Goalscorers       



[image: image2.png]HEHEERE
HEEHE
zls|=|5(33
HEHHEIEE
Premier Division HEHEEEE
SupplimentaryCup |2 |5 |5 |2 |£ |2
[GNG Oadby Town 0-1]4-0 |21 Final: @ Lutterworth Athls 18th May 21, Att 153
[Harborough Town Harborough Tn 2
Nton ON Chenecks 0

[Pinchbeck United
[Rothwell Corinthians

@

- . |2 H

= 2% §

Division One &z =

Supplimentary Cup |2 5

Group A e 3
80

Semi Final:
Aylestone Park 3

Rushden & Higham Utd 1

[Aylestone Park
[Holwell Sports
Lutterworth Athletic 03
St Andrews

Final: @ Harborough Town, 25th May 21, Att 203
Aylestone Park 4

al:

H 5E o Bugbrooke St Michaels 0.
=4 H HREIE
B @ I Ed
Division One 2 13|28
Supplimentary Cup | £ 2|8 2|2
Group B HHEIEEEH
31

»

[Bugbrooke St Michaels Sem
[Burton Park Wanderers [ o-1] Bugbrooke St Michaels  Void

[Huntingdon Town = Holwell Sports

[Rushden & Higham Utd
[Whittlesey Athletic

Reserve Division

Supplimentary Cup
[Bourne Town
[Bugbrooke St Michaels
[Harborough Town
Lutterworth Athletic

N'ton ON Chenecks

[Bugbrooke St Mich:
Harborough Town
Lutterworth Athletic

Boume Town
[Rothwell Corintl

Final: @ Lutterworth Tn, 19th May 21, Att
Nton ON Chenecks 1 4 Penalty Kicks
Harborough Town 1 3

by
N
i

[Rothwell Corinthians





�





�





Above


Premier Division table toppers


Anstey Nomads





Middle


Division One toppers AFC Long Buckby
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celebrate after scoring v 


Westfields 5/12/20.





Supplementary Cup Finals
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Kingfisher Lighting Supplementary Cup








